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1 . (Original) A method in a primaiy data processing system for managing a catalogs the 
method comprising: 

sending a catalog and user information to a plurality of secondary data processing systems 
located in a network data pn)cessing system; 

allocating inventory associated with the catalog to the plurality of secondary data 
processing systems; 

receiving an order fri>m one of the plurality of secondary data processjing systems; and 
processing the order, in response to receiving the order* 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 furtlier comprising: 

sending an update to the catalog to the plurality of secondary data processing systems. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

receiving a request to reallocate the inventory from a particular secondary data processing 

system within the plurality of secondary data processing systems; 

identifying a reallocation of the inventory in response to receiving the request; and 
sending messages to each secondary data processing system involved in the reallocation 

of the inventory. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the request to allocate the inventory is 
received from the particular secondary data processing system upon a detection of a condition by 
the secondary data processing system. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the condition is a threshold. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

periodically obtaining necessary shopping cart data fix)m at least one secondary data 
processing system within the plurality of secondary data processing systems; and 
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forwarding the necessary shopping cart data to other secondary data processing systems 
within the plurality of secondary data processing systems. 

7. (Original) The niethodofclaim 4, wherein a secondary data proce$$ijag system within 
plurality of secondaiy data processing systems periodically obtaitis necessary shopping cart data 
from a particular secondary data processing system within a plurality of secondaiy data 
processing systems; and forwards the necessary shopping cart data to other secondary data 
processing systems within the plurality of secondary data processing systems. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the catalog is sent in a markup language 
document. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the markup language is extensible markup 
language. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

detecting a presence of another secondary data processing system; and 
sending the catalog to the another secondary data processing system in response to 
detecting the presence. 

1 2 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of secondary data processing 
systems are located within a network data processing system. 

13- (Original) The method of claim 1 2, wherein the network data processing system is at 
least one of a wide area network, an intranet, and the Internet, 

1 4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the catalog is a first catalog, the inventory is a 

first inventory, and further comprising: 

sending a second catalog to a second plurality of secondary data processing systems; and 
allocating the second inventory to be associated witli the second catalog to the second 

plurality of secondary data processing systems. 
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15. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein a particular item is present in the first 
catalog and the second catalog. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein a selected secondary server is part of the 
first plurality of secondary servers and the second plurahty of secondary servers. 

17. (Withdrawn) A - sy s hs n rfOi pi ocebslug Luiiiiii er cial t i - ajisactions o f a user o ver -a- l ai^ 
gcograpl ri c at^h cuuipubLiig. 

au c lwuik, 

a primary compu t ing node connected to the nclwuik, 

a plurali t y orsecoild.U " y i^o i juyutliig n o des connec t ed t o die ne t work, each of Hie plui - ali t y 
of s c coi i d a iycoiMputing aoJcb being loca te d a t a se t of ge ographic si te s; 

a plurali t y of p roduct inv e nt o ri e s, e acl To f - tl TC T3fa :a!3t3n rfp T od inv e uloueb b e ing 
as so ciate d- with on e oftlii e plu ' ality of geugiaphit Mtc:>; and 

a c^Ulug of p r odu c ts, whe r ein the ca t alog id e ntifies the plui ' ali t y of product inven t ories, 

wh ere in t he primary compu t ing node n o tifi e s t h e plui - ali t y of seconda r y computing nodes 
uf upJat c b tu the ca t alog, a use r c o n t ac t s a fu ' st nod e fi - om di e plurality o f s c c o ndaiy computiiig 
n o d e s, di e us e r pl ac c g-a product oidex with the fii&t nod e , lli c fi r s t node f or wards tlie o rder to th e 
primary cou i puliugnod e , and th e o r d e r is process e d by t h e priniajy computing-no de: 

18. (Withdrawn) The sys t em of claim 17, whei -e in the pdmacy computijiig n o de no t ifies di e 
plmality uf s e condary uuinputiug nudes of Ui e upd^ileb tu t he catalog by sending catalog data 
e nc o ded in ex t ensibl e markup laijgudg e . 

19. (Withdrawn) Tlie &>slem of claim 17, wlici eiu the u^ti ib direc t ed to the fir s t - nod e 
acuuji ding t o a l o ad-balanciua scheme. 

20. (Withdrawn) The 5y.sleii i . uf cldiiu 17 whcreia th e pximaiy compu t ing nod e ; 
pciiudically obtains neccsbaiy Stopping cart data from al least one sccondaiy data 

p i oLCbsiixg system willUn t he plm - allty ori>ecoiidary datc r p i oce;>;>ing sys t ems t o priniaiy data 
processing 5y5 te j ir , -at t d 
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forwards th e n c c cs saiy shopping cart ■ da ta-l cr o ll tet'-s ecoodAi)' li^U pRyce&bijuig b^bt c mb 
within the p lurali t y of sccondaiy datapmc e ssiug sy&l e ujib. 

2L (Withdrawn) Tlie syst e m uf claini 19, ' whef er i r Uie luaJ-balauciiJig M^h e ni e is r oun d - r obin 
ro u t ing. 

22. (Withdrawn) The s ys te m of claim 19, wherein t h e l o ad-bal AiKii\g sdi e jiue i& tu diiccl the 
user to OJie of a subset of the : plurali t y o f s c con da i - ycon i p r ut i ng nudes und e r uomial o pera t i o n and 
to diici.! the u^ e ji to on e o f t he e ntir e p lm - ality o f - s ec ond a ry compiiUu^ uudes wh e n the syst e m is 
n i id c i heavy luad o r when o ne of t he plurali t y of s e coirfaiy compuliiJig uuU c b has failed. 

23. (Withdrawn) The sys t em of claim 17, wUeieiiJi Ujie JGuibl uud c sends a request to the 
pr imary c o mpu t ing n o de to change an inventory for the fiibt uuJ e , 

24. (Withdrawn) TI tc sy s t e m of claini 17, whciein the - use r is direc t ed t o wa r ds tlie fi r st node 
by a load ' balancing nod e impl e m e n t ing a load balancing sch e me^ wherein d i e i oa d - b a fai t c ttT g 
n o d e receives all user rcque& t s direc te d - towards the s^/steui. 

25. (Withdrawn) The sys te m of claim 17, wh e r e in th e prlmaiy con i pu ti ng -ir od e- d y i nttT y t t r a ft y 
propagates clwig e s lo tli e catalog t o the plurali t y o f s c condaiy c o mputing no des: 

26. (Withdrawn) Th e sy ste m of claim 17» wL c i e iii lli e piimaiy computmg nod e is a fn^t 
p r imary c omputh i g nod e ajid fmlh e i comprising a s e cond primary co mpnth i gnod er 

27. (Withdrawn) The sy st em of claun 20, whcicin th e c a t alog is a first c a t alog, i Xxt fn ' st 
piiiuaiy cumputhig node manages the first ca t al o g, and the second pihiidiy cuinpu t ingnod c 
manag e s - a secuud cdtdlug. 

28. (Withdrawn) The syst e m of claim 17, wh e r e m orders at e piucessed synclii ' onouslyb y tf te 
piimaiy server. 
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29. (Withdrawn) Th e systati of c laim 17, wher e in tl wo id e r is r e ce i vcd at tlie lubt xxod c aiiU 
fuji waidcJ to t he p iiniaiy c ojiiputii ig- nod e from tlw fii ' ^t t^umputing node. 

30. (Original) A system for processing commercial transactions of a user over a large 
geographic area comprising; 

a network; 

a primary computing node connected to the network; 

a plurality of secondiJiy computing nodes connected to the network, each of the plurality 
of secondary computing nodes being located at a set of geographic sites; 

a plurality of product inventories, each of the plurality of product inventories being 
associated with one of the plurality of geographic sites; and 

a catalog of products, wherein the catalog identifies the plurality of product inventories, 

wherein the primary computing node notifies the plurality of secondary computing nodes 
of updates to the catalog, a user contacts a first node fi'om the plurality of secondary computing 
nodes, the user places a product order with the first node, the first node forwards the order to a 
selected node to process the order based on selected criteria. 

3 1 . (Original) The system of claim 30, wherein the selected criteria is at least one of a 
geographic proximity, and a number of ordered items, 

32. (Original) The system of claim 30, wherein the selected node is selected firom one of the 
primary computing node and one of the plurality of secondary computing nodes. 

33* (Original) A data processing system for managing a catalog, the data processing system 
comprising: 

sending means for sending a catalog and user information to a plurality of secondary data 
processing systems located in a network data processing system; 

allocating means for allocating inventory associated with the catalog to the plurahty of 
secondary data processing sj'stems; 
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receiving means for receiving an order from one of the plurality of secondary data 
processing systems; and 

processing means for processing the order, in response to receiving the order. 

34. (Original) The data processing system of claim 33, wherein the sending means is a first 
sending means and further comprising: 

second sending means for sending an update to the catalog to the plurality of secondary 
data processing systems. 

35. (Original) The data processing system of claim 33, wherein the receiving means is a first 
receiving means, the sending means is a first sending means and fiirthcr comprising: 

second receiving means for receiving a request to reallocate the invef itory from a 
particular secondary data processing system within the plurality of secondary data processing 
systems^ 

identifying means for identifying a reallocation of the inventory in response to receiving 
the request; and 

third sending means for sending messages to each secondary data processing system 
involved in the reallocation of the inventory. 

36. (Original) The data processing system of claim 35, wherein the request to allocate the 
inventory is recei ved Gx>m ttie particular secondary data processing system upon a detection of a 
condition by the secondary data processing system. 

37. (Original) The data processing system of claim 36, wherein the condition is a threshold. 

38. (Original) The data processing system of claim 33 fturther comprising: 

obtaining means for periodically obtaining necessary shopping cart data from at least one 
secondaiy data processing s>*5tem within the plurality of secondary data processing systems to 
primary data processing system; and 

forwariing means for forwarding the necessary shopping cart data to other secondary data 
processing systems within the plurality of secondary data processing systems. 
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39. (Qriginal) The data processing system of claim 38, wherein a secondary data processing 
system within the plurality of secondary data processing systems periodically obtains necessary 
shopping cart data fixmi a particular secondary data processing system within a plurality of 
secondary data processing systems; and forwards tlie necessary shopping cait data to other 
secondary data processing systems within the plurality of secondary data processing systems. 

40. (Original) The data processing system of claim 33, wherein the catalog is sent in a 
markup language document. 

41 . (Original) TTie data processing system of claim 33, wherein the markup language is 
extensible markup language, 

42. (Original) The data processing system of claim 33, wherein the sending means is a first 
sending means and further comprising: 

detecting means for detecting a presence of another secondary data processing system; 

and 

fourth sending means for sending the catalog to the another secondary data processing 
system in response to detecting the presence. 

43. (Original) The data i^roccssing system of claim 33, wherein the plurahty of secondary 
data processing systems are located within a network data processing system, 

44. (Original) The data processing system of claim 43, wherein the network data processing 
system is at least one of a wide area network, an intranet, and an Internet. 

45. (Original) The data ]?rocessing system of claim 33, wherein the catalog is a first catalog, 
the inventory is a first inventory, the sending means is a first sending means, the allocating means 
is a first allocating means and further comprising: 

fifth sending means iot sending a second catalog to a second plurality of secondary data 
processing systems; and 
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second allocating means for allocating the second inventory to associated with the second 
catalog to the second plurality of secondary data processing systems. 

46. (Original) The data processing system of claim 45, wherein a particular item is present in 
the first catalog and the second catalog* 

47. (Original) The data processing system of claim 45, wherein a selected secondary server is 
part of the first plurality of secondary servers and the second plurality of secondary servers. 

48. (Original) A computer program product in a computer readable medium for managing a 
catalogs the computer program product compristug: 

first instructions for sending a catalog and user information to a plurality of secondary 
data processing systems located in a network data processing system; 

second instructions for allocating inventory associated with the catalog to the plurality of 
secondary data processing systems; 

third instructions for receiving an order &om one of the plurality of secondary data 
processing systems; and 

fourth instructions for processing the order, in response to receiving Ihe order. 

49. (Original) The computer program product of claim 48 further comprising: 

fifth instructions for sending an update to the catalog to the plurality of secondary data 
processing systems. 

50. (Original) The computer program product of claim 48 further comprising: 

fifth instmctions for receiving a request to reallocate the inventory from a particular 
secondary data processing system within the plurality of secondary data processing systems; 

sixth instructions for identifying a reallocation of the inventory in response to receiving 
the request; and 

seventh instructions for sending messages to each secondary data processing system 
involved in the reallocation of tlie inventory. 
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5 1 . (Original) The computer program product of claim 50, wherein the request to allocate 
the tnventoiy is received from the particular secondary data processing system upon a detection 
of a condition by the secondary data processing system. 

52. (Original) The computer program product gf claim 51, wherein the condition is a 
threshold* 

53. (Original) The computer program product of claim 48 further comprising: 

fifth instructions for periodically obtaining necessary shopping cart data from at least one 
secondary data processing system within the plurality of secondary data processing systems to 
primary data processing system; and 

sixth instructions for forwarding the necessary shopping cart data to other secondary data 
processing systems within the plurality of secondary data processing systems. 

54. (Original) The computer program product of claim 53, wherein a secondary data 
processing system within the plurality of secondary data processing systems periodically obtains 
necessary shopping cart data firom a particular secondary data processing system within a 
plurality of secondary data processing systems; and forwards the necessary shopping cart data to 
other secondary data proces<;ing systems within the plurality of secondary data processing 
systems. 

55. (Original) The computer program product of claim 48, wherein the catalog is sent in a 
markup language document. 

56. (Original) The computer program product of claim 55, wherein the markup language is 
extensible markup language. 

58, (Original) The data processing system of claim 48 further comprising: 

uttrt mstructions tor detectmg a presence of another secondary data processing systetni 

and 
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sixth instmctiOTis for sending the catalog to the another secondary data processing system 
in res. onse to detecting the presence. 

59. (Original) The computer program product of claim 48, wherein the plurality of secondaiy 
data processing systems are located within a network data processing system, 

60. (Original) The computer program product of claim 59, wherein the network data 
processing system is at least one of a wide area network, an intranet, and an Intemet. 

61. (Origina]) The computer program product of claim 48, wherein the catalog is a first 
catalog, the inventory is a first inventory, and further comprising: 

fifth instructions for sending a second catalog to a second plurality oi!* secondary data 
processing systems; and 

sixth instructions for allocating the second inventory to associated with the second 
catalog to the second plurality of secondary data processing systems. 

62. (Original) The computer program product of claim 61 , wherein a particular item is 
present in the first catalog and the second catalog. 

63. (Withdrawn) Th c -c o m p u t c r pro g r am p ro duc t of claim 61, wherein a selec t ed s e conda ry 
& c i v a -i vpAit of th e fi r^t plxu ' ali t y o f secondaiy sciT e rs and th e s e cond plm - a t ityrrf - t: c cu T id aty 
scivei ' s: 

64. (Withdrawn) A da t a pr ocessing sys te nmtti^prislug. 
a bus syst e m; 

A commuiiiLaUuns unit c o nnected to the bub s>btem, 

a memory cgi i ii e i^tcd to th e bus - sys te tn, wIicAcin the mcniuiy inci o d e t, df> ^et of 
insti ' uaiuu!>, and 
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se tTyf -TT Rilmctioi i s to & e nd a uatalug lu a p lurali t y of s e conda r y da t a pr ocessing sys te ms loca t ed in 
ar i Tftt tw ot K data piocg&biiJig i>>'s>tciJii» dllucdtc inventory associated wi t h th e uatulug to th e plmality 
o f sc co i tt htt y rl atar ptoce&sijitg :>ysl e .ujn>; r e c e ive an o r der fro m one o f die plurali t y o f secondary 
data pr o c e ssing s ys t em s ; - ar t t[ piuc c bb tlx e m Jei, in r esp o ns e t o r ec e iving tli e ord er . 

65. (Withdrawn) Th e data pr o ce s sing syst e n ro rx) aim 04, wherelu (lie pjucc!>bux fuxtlicr 
e x ecu t es the se t of ins t ructi o ns to s c i T d - au updat e to th e cdtalog to t he p lu r ali t y o f s e c o ndary data 
p rocessing systems. 

66. (Withdrawn) The data pioc e bbing sys t em of claim 04^ wlicicin tlie pioc e &w i ' rtn U rer 
ftxecntes the & e l of ins tr uctions to r e c e iv e a r c qu es t - ttrre ai tocAl e tl i e in veuluA.y fium a pa rt icular 
&ecoudAiy data piot e ssing system withm th e p l urality of& e coxjiUajijf ddld pxuoeb^Ing s y st ems; 
identify a leallucation of tlic invento r y! i n e spai t s c ixi leteivlng th e lequ e b -t ; and send messag e s t o - 
each seconda r y data p r o c e ssing s y stc n r t i wolved m th e i c allocation of tlic inv e nt o ry. 

67. (Withdrawn) The data proc e ssing sys t em o f c la r n r 6 4- wh e A ' ei.it Ute pi 'i xei>&OJi fuithci 
e xecu t es t he s e t of instn t c t t oir s t o pei ' iodicall^ obtain n e c e ssary shopping car t data fr om a t least 
on e s ec oinlaiy data pioc e sshjig i>^;>lcni wltliin tli e p lui ' ality of s e condary data processing sys te ms 
to primaiy data pr o cessing &.ybt e m, and fui waids the ucccssaiy sh o pping cait data to o tl ie r 
sec o ndary data pioccbbujig bj ' btcms wi t hm tli e plurality of s e condaiy data piocc^bing systems. 

68. (Withdrawn) Tli c data - pnjc e &s,ing sys t em o f claim 64; whci - ein th e catalog h s e nt in a 
mai ' kup lauguagc docum e n t . 

69. (Withdrawn) The data proc e b&hig system of cf aun 08, where i n die markup lafiguag e lb 
CAt e ubibl c mai ' kup - laiiguag e . 
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70. (Withdrawn) Th e data processing system o f claim 04, wherein the pioccssor farthe r 
executes the se t of ins tr ucti o ns to de te ct a pirsenc c o f anothei * s e condary dati pr o c e ssing sys t em; 
and s end tli e cat a i o g to tlTC r aitc yt i iei ■secott daiy daU piocessing system in le&pou& e to d e t C Lliiig tlie 
pjte&eucc. 

71. (Withdrawn) Th e ddta p r oc e ssing sys t em of claim G4, wherein tlie plm - ality of se c ondai 7 
dAtApi ' oc e $s>uia byi>l c uib axe locat e d wi t hin a n et work data pr o c e ssing s yst e m : 

72. (Withdrawn) The data pr o ces s ing - system of cUiui 71, whcAelu tlie uetwoik JaU 
proc e ssing sys t em is a t l e ast - one of a wide Ai ' ca nelwuik, an iiiUajicl, and lutcinct. 

73. (Withdrawn) Th e data pr o c essi u g s ystem of i^laiiii 64, wh e rein th e catalog is a first 
ca t al o g r the iov e ntoi ' y ij> a fiibt inv e nto r y and the proc e ss o r f urtlici - ex e cu te s t lic s e t o f insti - ucllon s 
to send a s ec ond catalog t O Ta- secood plmalily ufbeconda i y da t a pr o cessing sys t ems; and alloca t e 
th e s ecoi nl iiiventory to AS&o^lateJ with th e second ca t alog t o th e second plui ali t y of seco j T dai y 
da l aT p t>oc ttssii>g &ybte)u^. 

74. (Withdrawn) The data pr o cessing ■ system -ofct- aim 73, wh e r e in a pAiticulai Item i& yicb c n t 
in t h e first c at a l o g - aHd tlie seii^nd catalog. 

75. (Original) The data processing system of claim 73, wherein a selected secondary server is 
part of the first plurality of secondary servers and the second plurality of secondary servers. 
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